Peer review--the West Australian experience. The West Australian Peer Review Sub-Committee.
In view of the Department of Health's recommendations that Peer Review be accepted as an integral part of the medical system, local members of the college volunteered to take part in a pilot study. Those involved were divided into three groups and were left to devise their own system. Following subsequent discussion and assessment, a workable scheme evolved as described. This system employs a 'rolling' or an ongoing technique in which a group of four psychiatrists form the peer review group. Following each assessment a new member joins the team and the longest serving person is assessed before leaving. The problems and difficulties of peer review are discussed and the importance of the link between peer review and continuing education is stressed.